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Who Was Leonardo da 
Vinci? 

While Leonardo da Vinci 
is best known as an artist, 

his work as a scientist 
and an inventor makes 
him a true Renaissance 
man. He serves as a role 

model applying the 
scientific method to every 
aspect of life, including 

art and music. 



He was a vegetarian 
who loved animals and 

despised war, yet he 
worked as a military 
engineer to invent 

advanced and deadly 
weapons. He was one 

of the greatest painters 
of the Italian 

Renaissance, yet he 
left only a handful of 
completed paintings.



Leonardo 
was born on 
April 15, 1452, 
in Vinci, Italy, 
just outside 
Florence. 
Growing up in 
his father's 
Vinci home, 
Leonardo had access to scholarly texts owned by 
family and friends.



Seeking to make a 
living, and in search of new 
challenges, he entered 
the service of the Duke 
of Milan in 1482, 
abandoning his first 
commission in 
Florence, "The 
Adoration of the Magi". He spent 17 years in Milan, 
leaving only after Duke Ludovico Sforza's fall from 
power in 1499. It was during these years that Leonardo 
reached new heights of scientific and artistic 
achievement.



The Duke kept Leonardo 
busy painting and 

sculpting and designing 
elaborate court festivals, 

but he also had Leonardo 
design weapons, buildings, 
and machinery. From 1485 

to 1490, Leonardo 
produced studies on many 
subjects, including nature, 
flying machines, geometry, 

mechanics, municipal 
construction, canals and 

architecture.



About 1503, Leonardo 
reportedly began work on the 

"Mona Lisa." From 1513 to 
1516, he worked in Rome, 

maintaining a workshop and 
undertaking a variety of 
projects for the Pope. He 
continued his studies of 

human anatomy and 
physiology, but the Pope 

forbade him from dissecting 
cadavers, limiting his 

progress.



Leonardo died on May 2, 1519 in Cloux, 
France. Legend has it that King Francis was 

at his side when he died, cradling 
Leonardo's head in his arms.



Thanks for reading! And what  historical figure 
do you admire? Comment;)




