Name: ___________________________________

Finding the Main Idea

Little Women
by Louisa May Alcott
Little Women tells the story of the four March sisters as they grow up during the
Civil War. The sisters make friends with their neighbor, Laurie, a wealthy young
man who lives with his grandfather.

Chapter 13 Castles in the Air

Laurie lay luxuriously swinging to and fro in his hammock one warm
September afternoon, wondering what his neighbors were about, but too lazy
to go and ﬁnd out. He was in one of his moods, for the day had been both
unproﬁtable and unsatisfactory, and he was wishing he could live it over again.
The hot weather made him indolent, and he had shirked his studies, tried Mr.
Brooke’s patience to the utmost, displeased his grandfather by practicing half the
afternoon, frightened the maidservants half out of their wits by mischievously
hinting that one of his dogs was going mad, and, after high words with the
stableman about some fancied neglect of his horse, he had ﬂung himself into his
hammock to fume over the stupidity of the world in general, till the peace of the
lovely day quieted him in spite of himself. Staring up into the green gloom of the
horse-chestnut trees above him, he dreamed dreams of all sorts, and was just
imagining himself tossing on the ocean in a voyage round the world, when the
sound of voices brought him ashore in a ﬂash. Peeping through the meshes of the
hammock, he saw the Marches coming out, as if bound on some expedition.

Write the main idea of the
paragraph in the center circle
below. Write the supporting
ideas in the outside circles.
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He was
feeling
lazy.

He
frightened
the maids.

Actual wording and
supporting ideas
will vary. Example of
correct answers:

He hadn’t
studied.
Laurie was
in a difﬁcult
mood.

He annoyed
his
grandfather.
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He spoke
sharply
to the
stableman.

